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By Peter King 


pal 1B isa 
The word escaped from 


Dory Funk Jr.’s lips like the hiss of 
steam leaving a radiator. “Damn, 
damn, DAMNNN!” he repeated 
“So you guys think I’m one of the 
most hated wrestlers in the world?” 

Funk was referring to our 
ratings placing him 10th on the 
“Most Hated Wrestlers” list. | was 
surprised at Funk’s astonishment 
After all, his recent ring conduct 
has been less than saintly 

“Just a second,” Funk saidas he 
reached into a suitcase which was 
leaning against the concrete 


dressing room wall. “Looka here.” 
Funk pulled out a tattered leather- 
bound book about 18 inches wide. 
The word “Scrapbook” was 
embossed on the cover in gold 
Funk’s eyes were hard as he 
handed me the oversized volumn 

“Open to any page and read,” he 
said. “And then tell me I deserve to 
be called ‘Most Hated.’ 

On the first page was a clipping 
from 1963, yellowed and brittle 
with age. The headline said 
“College Athlete is a Pro Wrestling 
Star.” The story described how 
young Dory Funk Jr. was perhaps 





Former NWA champion Dory Funk Jr. first screams that the fans should hate 
him and then asks for their love. His actions in the ring give them no choice. 
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the finest wrestling prospect in the 
country. My eyes were attracted 
to a part of the story which 
someone had highlighted with a 
yellow marker: “Funk Jr. should 
become the best scientific wrestler 
in 20 years. There will never be a 
need for him to use the 
tulebreaking tactics many less 
talented grapplers employ.” 

Each page of Funk’s scrapbook 
was a tribute to his greatness as a 
scientific wrestler. One clipping 
after another described Dory’s 
masterful use of scientific 
maneuvers. Interestingly, Funk’s 
scrapbook did not contain any 
clippings after April 1973. Funk 
lost the NWA title in May 1973. 

“See, I told ya,” Funk said after I 
finished browsing through the 
book. How can you guys say 
I'm hated.” 

I was going to respond with 
descriptions of Funk’s last 
matches, bouts in which the fans 
booed him unmercifully. However, 
I said nothing. There was 
something wrong here. Only a 
short time ago, this same man 
chastised fans in Detroit for 
cheering him and his brother, 
Terry, in their match against 
Abdullah the Butcher and The 
Sheik (story on page 43). There is 
something wrong with a man who 
does not know if he wants to 
be liked 

Dory Funk knows well he is no 
longer loved by the fans. Yet in this 
bizarre interview in his dressing 
room, he seemed shocked when 
confronted with the fact. But the 
most chilling moment of all 
occurred when I was leaving his 
dressing room 

“T'm sorry I got mad,” he said. “I 
realize my name in the ‘Most 
Hated’ category must’ve been a 
typographical error. I just noticed 
you forgot to put me down as 
NWA champion.” 

I laughed, thinking Funk was 
joking. But a look at his face told 
me he was serious. I’m afraid Dory 
Funk dr. no longer has a firm grasp 
on reality. 























OY, WAS I happy to arrive 
in Atlanta. In New York, 


the weather was damn 
depressing. The wind was 
whipping in my face, my ears 
were numb, my feet were frozen, 
and. my lips were chapped. At 
least Atlanta offered conditions 
suitable for human existence 

There was another reason to 
welcome a weekend in Atlanta. 
I was going to be with Liz 
Hunter. Liz, of course, is a 
special correspondent for PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
and the number one female 
wrestling writer in the world. 
She also happens to be 
extremely attractive and 
personable. It sure beats 
looking at the ladies on 
Lexington Avenue. 

But Liz and I weren't in 
Atlanta to talk about the old 








da We were there on 
business. Our assignment? An 
in-depth interview with 
rulebreaker Eddy Mansfield. 


We wanted to doubleteam the 
controversial grappler and 
examine the truth behind the 
myth. Mansfield’s reputation 
had spread across the wrestling 
world quicker than Matt 
Brock’s breath spreads across a 
crowded room. He was a 
ruthless ruffian, a lewd lunatic, 
and a fabled lady’s man. I 
intended to analyze the first two 
descriptions. Liz was going to 
work on the third one. 

On our first night in Atlanta, 
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BY STEVEN FARHOOD 


SIGNMEN 








“Continental Lover” Eddy Mansfield poses on the beach with two of his many 
female admirers. Mansfield is regarded as a tough man in the ring and a lady’s 
man outside the ring. He tried to cast his spell on PWI’s Liz Hunter and the 
result could alter his ego for many months to come. 


Liz and I took a cab to a local 
arena to see Mansfield wrestle. 
His opponent was Kevin 
Sullivan, a talented scientific 
star. The Mansfield-Sullivan 
feud had rolled across the state 
of Georgia, engulfing every 
wrestling fan in its raw, 
naked violence. 


Mansfield saw Liz at ringside 
and immediately seemed 
inspired to give’ an unfor- 
gettable performance. He tore 
into Sullivan with animalistic 
vengeance, catching Kevin by 
surprise. But before the sadistic 
bout was over, Sullivan had 

(Continued on page 56) 
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IERRE, THE MAITRE D’ 

acted as if he didn't know 
me. I've been a regular at Le 
Pimpernel Rouge for as long 
as | remember and | really 
didn’t deserve such treat- 
ment. | was embarrassed for 
my guest because he was 
very much aware of what was 
going on. 

“Look, Stu,” he said with 
the sincerity that once 
endeared him to wrestling 
fans throughout the country 
“| don't want to cause you 
any trouble. Let's get out of 
here. I’m not hungry, anyway.” 

“Pierre,” | said firmly, “I 
called an hour ago to confirm 
my reservation. What's going 
on here?” 

“Very well, Mr. Saks,” he 
sighed. “You and your party 
can have a table. Follow me.” 

We were seated at a small 
table in a corner behind a 
plant. It was not a choice 
location but | had no choice. 
If we left now, my guest 
would be put in a very 
uncomfortable position. 

\ had asked Larry Zbyszko 
to join me for dinner because 
| was confused. His behavior 
over the last few months has 
made him the most contro- 
versial wrestler of the year 
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Larry Zbyszko says he would not 
blame the fans for hating him as long 
as they judged him with open minds. 


Once among the most 
popular of all wrestlers, Larry 
how heads the “Most Hated” 
ratings. And he seems proud 
of it. 

Larry never lifted his head 








By Stu Saks 


as he buttered a roll and 
spoke a mile a_ minute. 
“Proud to be hated?” he 
asked. “No, nobody wants to 
be hated. Do you think | 
didn’t love to have the fans 
cheer for me. It’s a 
tremendous feeling to know 
the crowd is behind you. But 
now | realize that all that 
cheering was superficial. 
Were they cheering for Larry 
Zbyszko or where they 
cheering for the image that 
was created for Larry 
Zbyszko?” 

Larry grew silent. He 
appeared to be searching 
himself for an answer. He is 
probably more confused 
about the situation than any 
of us. At the first sign 
of Larry’s displeasure, 
when he refused to be 
interviewed by Bruno 
Sammartino on television, | 
correctly diagnosed _ that 
Larry had become uncom- 
fortable with comparisons to 
the former WWF champion, 
who had given’ him his start 
and taught him all he knows 
about wrestling. | was wrong, 
however, in thinking that 
Larry and Bruno could work 
their problems out. 

(Continued on page 58) 





RINGSIDE 








With Bill Apter 


Mil Mascaras seemed on the verge of winning the NWA title when Harley Race 
intentionally disqualified himself. PWI Managing Editor Bill Apter calls for a 
lifting of the disqualification rule in title matches. 


IL MASCARAS GOT his 
big chance at Harley Race’s 
NWA championship in Houston, 
Texas. True to form, Race, in 
desperation, got himself  dis- 
qualified. It’s a shame. Mil was on 
his way to winning the title and 
bringing the sold gold belt back to 
the side of scientific wrestling. It's 
time that the disqualification rule 
was waived—in title matches— 
don’t you think? 
Big Hulk Hogan and_ his 
manager Fred Blassie are 
steamrolling over all competition 
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in the WWF area. It looks like 
Hogan will soon be knocking on 
Bob Backlund’s door for a WWF 
title shot. “The coward will 
probably turn us down!” exclaims 
Blassie. 

AWA champion Nick Bock- 
winkel recently cancelled plans to 
grapple top contender Dino 
Bravo claiming he had the flu. One 
of our spies reports that 
Bockwinkel took some extra 
vacation time from the AWA area 
because he is avoiding the 
challenge of Bravo (Dino has 


grappled him before and is 
probably the toughest contender 
Bockwinkel has had in the past few 
months), Nick says his flu was 
genuine and he is not afraid of 
young Dino, although he adds that 
he has no plans to wrestle him in 
the near future. 

In Texas, the team of Mr. Hito 
and Mr. Sakurada are now 
managed by J.J. Dillon. They have 
been at war with the top team of 
Jose Lothario and Tiger Conway 
Jr. . .. Bruno Sammartino took 

(Continued on page 62) 








If you wish to contribute to Shocket’s mailbag. send your /etters to. 


EFORE ANSWERING THIS 

month's mail, I'd like to 
thank all the fans who wrote to 
say how much they admire the 
principles | believe in. It’s nice 
to know there are thousands of 
fans who don't mindlessly 
applaud the fan favorites. It'sno 
surprise that their letters are the 
most interesting, intelligent and 
original letters | receive. 


Dear Dan Shocket: 

| am writing to you 
concerning a fellow wrestler 
who has just made the worst 
mistake of his life. | am talking 
about Sonny King. 

He used to be the toughest 
wrestler and manager there 
was. Now look at him—a fan 
favorite. Mr. Shocket, please 
help him. The wrestling world 
needs Sonny King—ruthless 
rulebreaker. 

We can't let a great wrestler 
like Sonny King be influenced 
by nobodies like Dusty Rhodes 
or Andre the Giant. Please 
help him. 

BOB MATHEWS 
North Port, FL 
Dear Bob Mathews: 

There is nothing | can say to 
change Sonny’s mind. Like all 
great men, Sonny listens to a 
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special voice outsiders can't 
influence. We can only hope 
he'll come to his senses. 

Dan Shocket: 

First let me state | could care 
less about “good guys” and 
“bad guys.” | would just like to 
see some good matches. 

The first match | would like to 
see would pit Superstar Billy 
Graham, coming back to the 
AWA, against the man who 
stole his looks, style of dress, 
and style of wrestling—Jessie 
“The Body” Ventura. 


= 
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Reader Bob Mathews asks Dan 
Shocket to talk Sonny King out of 
being a fan favorite. King, formerly a 


hated manager/wrestler, has 
changed his style and it is up to him to 
change back, Shocket says. 

The second match would be 
Ken Patera going against Terry 
Funk 

Third, Bob Backlund to go 
against Bruno-Sammartino 

Finally, Bobby Duncum in a 
free-for-all with Jimmy Snuka. 

E.V. (BUD) HENDERSON 
Grand Junction, CO 
(Continued on page 64) 
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ANDRE THE GIANT VS. BLACK GORDMAN 





IRST TIME | ever saw Andre 

the Giant, I swore off booze. 
I'd been on a bender and thought 
my brain had finally snapped. You 
see those bums on the Bowery, 
cleaning windows, begging for 
nickels. Used to know some of 
them. When I met Andre, sure as 
shooting I thought I'd be 
joining them 

Andre is big. Very big. His hand 
is the size of my head. One foot 
could stamp out Brock, | didn’t 
want to get him angry. I bought a 
round. Then he bought one. 
Twenty-five rounds later, I was 
under a chair convinced I was 
Maurice Chevalier. 

Back to wrestling. I'd like to 
portray Andre in a human light 
Many wrestlers are conveyed as 
one-dimensional, gruff, and 
overbearing. Few realize the well 
of kindness rippling in many 
grapplers. Andre has a big heart. I 
want to tell you a little story. 

Got a call in the office from a 
distraught mother. Oh, this is a few 
years ago. Told me her little girl 
was kind of sick, not dying, just ill. 
Lived in the Carolinas. Gave me 
an old and familiar refrain: big 
Andre fan, wants to meet him, 





ANDRE 
THE GIANT 


blah-blah and all that. Would I 
ask Andre? 

Said yeah, filed the message in 
my drawer, underneath a plastic 
fork and a centerfold, forgot all 
about it. Couple of days later, get a 
call from Andre. 

Wanted to know why I'd never 
told him about the little girl. I 


replied I didn’t think he'd be 
interested. I'll never forget 
his reply: 


“My fans are the whole world to 
me,” Andre said. “I do not care ifa 
fan calls at three in the morning. | 
am always available for my fans.” 

A lot of wrestlers say they love 
the fans. I don’t put much stock in 
words. Sounds strange fora writer, 
huh? No, give me action. Anyone 
can say anything they want. Make 
them back up their claims with 
action and you see a lot of 
hemming and hawing 

Andre showed character. He’s a 
superstar. He could manipulate the 
fans, smile and wave while in the 
arena, then turn surly and 
disconcerned outside the squared 
circle. He could, but he doesn’t 

A man of his immense size could 
be a bully. A man that large could 
brutalize foes. He could 





intimidate, be nasty, be cruel, and 
who'd stop him? That's not Andre. 
Beneath that huge frame beats a 
kind heart 

Usually I avoid sentimentality 
That’s for closing time when the 
amber stuff is on the house and old 
ballads are sung. My stories try to 


ANDRE VS. ERNIE LADD 








I admit 


be tough and incisive. 
Andre has his flaws. In the ring. No 
one is perfect. 

But fans should know his fine 
traits. They should know 
sincerely cares about them. And 





loves you, wrestling fans, He really 


does. Oo 
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VERY YOUNG WRESTLER 
faces the moment of su- 


preme temptation. Promises 
are made and glories dangled 
before eager, innocent eyes. All 
that remains is for reality to 
be delivered 

Tony Atlas, newest member 
of the WWF, enters the area full 
of hope. He's strong, quick, and 
determined. Everyone enters 
strong, quick, and determined 
What makes a champion 
depends on how he reacts to 
adversity, how perservering he 
can be, how much he really 
wants the belt. 

How much are you willing 
to pay? 

Managers prey on young 
talents. Lou Albano, Grand 
Wizard, Fred Blassie, even 
Arnold Skoaland, all commit 
the same crime: pumping up 
hope beyond possible 
attainment 

Nothing can crush a young 
man quicker than expecting 





Tony Atlas 
in Danger: 


With the proper guidance, most experts believe Tony Atlas can reach the top of 





his profession. Atlas lands an open right hand to Swede Hanson's neck (above) 
and has his arm raised in victory (opposite right). 





HOW THE WWF 


MANAGERS COULD 
RUIN HIS CAREER 


instant glory only to confront 


grinding progress. Many 
wrestlers think all that's 
required is showing up, 


snarling, putting on one move 
and they've got the belt. 

If managers would wisely 
counsel young wrestlers, 
politely showing the pitfalls and 
the dangers, explaining the 
long rugged road, and that 
glory is reached by a precious 
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few, problems like those Tony 
Atlas may be encountering 
would be minimized 

“I’m gonna go in and take the 
title with a blink of the eye,” said 
Atlas. 

A common enough claim 
Wrestling doesn't attract soft- 
spoken, insecure men. But 
Atlas is a nice guy. He's 
trustworthy and considerate. 
Atlas doesn't look to hurt, either 


physically or 
Some exploit 
decency. 

“Yeah, I've had people tell me 
how to wrestle and who to 
wrestle,” said Atlas. “Listen? 
Yeah, why wouldn't | listen to 
someone who's tryin’ to 
help me?” 

Unfortunately, Atlas doesn't 
see that some are trying to hurt 
him. Like Fred Blassie. 


emotionally. 
that innate 


A young, talented wrestler enters the WWF filled with hopes 
and dreams. Still unpolished, Tony Atlas is susceptible to 
pressures and suggestions. He must learn to distill the evil 
from the good, discern between those who want to help and 
those who want to ruin his career 


“Yeah, Fred came up to me 
and gave me some advice, like, 
he told me not to use so many 
dropkicks, yeah, Fred said | 
could miss my mark and fall and 
hurt myself,” said Atlas. 


“Fred has a point, sometimes 
| worry that I'll miss my 
opponent. And Fred also said 
maybe | should look into gettin’ 
another move, that the fans up 
here,.you know, they don't like 


dropkicks and flyin’ maneuvers 
said Atlas. 

Is Blassie truly working on 
Atlas’ behalf? Or does Blas 
have other, less honora 
motives? Look who Blassie 
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manages. Hulk Hogan. Isn't it 
possible that Blassie perceives 
Atlas as a threat to Hogan and 
wants to ruin Atlas? 

“That's the most sickening 
thing I’ve ever heard,” bellowed 
Blassie. “Atlas is a good kid and 
needs some good advice.” 

Another “friend” offering 
expert advice is Lou Albano. 

“Lou told me not to bother 
with fans, that they'll turn on me 
if they don't like me,” said Atlas. 
“| wasn't sure. But Lou showed 
me letters he got sayin’ how 


people didn't like me and they 
thought | was gonna beat on 
Backlund. Me and the fans 
always got along well, but | was 
worried, comin’ into a new 
territory and all. 

“Albano knows what he's 
talkin’ about,” Atlas said. “He 
ain't no dummy, you know. | 
might not like his way of 
managing, but | gotta listen to 
everyone.” 

Grand Wizard didn't want to 
be left out. 

“Wiz told me | could make a 








lot of dough in this business,” 
Tony said. “He told me he could 
make me a million bucks in a 
couple of years. All | gotta do is 
listen to him. 

“He had some things to say, 
like how to beat up on people. 
He said they were all legal 
moves, too.” 

Even Arnold Skoaland 
couldn't resist offering advice. 

“Arnold told me to move 
around, jab, and set the guy up 
a little better. That ain’t bad 


advice,” said Atlas. “Then 
Arnold told me | could be 
a champion. 

“That sounds great, you 


know. Champion. All | gotta do 
is take some of Albano and 
Wizard and Skoaland and 
Blassie’s advice, mix ‘em 
together and you got achamp,” 
said Atlas. 

Now some advice from us: 
don’t let yourself get burned, 
Tony. Remember the training 
that you got this far. Follow 
your instincts. And you may 
very well end up champion. 

It's our feeling men like 
Blassie, Albano, and Wizard 
would rather see you ruined 
than successful. o 
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Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ mest revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 





KEVIN VON ERICH 








“Sure, | encountered resentment from some who thought | 
was riding on my father’s coattails. You get called Daddy's 
boy an awful lot until you prove yourself. Without 
sounding like a braggart, | think I've proved myself and 
deserve respect.” 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


(Through an interpreter) ‘Training methods in the Sudan differ 
from American methods. Perhaps that is why my physique is so 
vastly superior to American bodies. Fans don’t understand 
the raw, naked fury of my strength nor the swift 

accuracy of my speed. Someday they will.”’ 


LORD AL HAYS SEE SSS 


“Managing a wrestler demands far more than attending 
his bouts and planning strategies. As manager, one 

must attend to the emotional needs of your client. You must 
learn how to keep his confidence up and not allow him 

to worry. A manager worries.”’ 


RICK STEAMBOAT SIRES SSS 





“I've never felt better. I think | can win a major title before the 
end of the year, maybe Race’s. All of a sudden, you 

wake up and realize you‘re a fully matured wrestler. Getting 
to that stage ¢an be painful. I've survived young mistakes. Look 
out, world.” 


Continued on page 68) 



















“THE MEN . 

MOST LIKELY 
TO TAKE 

MY TITLE” 


aA 





S HARLEY RACE advances 

in his fourth year as NWA 
titleholder, PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED asked him for his 
views on the top six contenders for 
his belt. The following story is a 
transcript of’ Race’s opinions, 
recorded en route to a wrestling 
show in Tampa, Florida, aboard 
Race’s private jet, “The Kansas 
City Bomber.” 

SUPERSTAR BILLY GRA- 
HAM: “Mean and strong. Fora lot 
of reasons, Graham worries me 
the most. First of all, the way he 
cheats. Graham has perfected 
breakin’ the rules. Ain't no 
wrestler alive who can break the 
rules quite like Graham. I’ve seen 
him slip a short steel pipe into his 
hand, crack it against an 
opponent’s head and toss it out of 
the ring before the ref knew what 
happened. Graham may sound 
like a moron, but he ain’t no 
dummy. He’s shrewd and 
dedicated to winning at any cost 
Graham don’t care if he is about to 
collapse. He'll go on. You gotta - BY 
batter him from one end ofthe ring NWA champion Harley Race battles some of the men he feels have the best 
to the other. Maybe he’ll quit chance to take his title. Opposite left: Harley throws Ric Flair across the ring. 
by then.” Above: Dusty Rhodes grabsa hold of Race’s hairand runs him into the ringpost. 

ANDRE THE GIANT: “What Below: Harley kneedrops Andre the Giant's face. 
can you say about a man who can 
touch the fifth floor of a building, 
then move it if he doesn't like the 
way things stand? I've had my 
success against Andre ‘cause | 
know how to avoid his clinches. If 
Andre gets you into a hold, kiss 
your butt good-bye because he’s 
bringin’ it home. With Andre, you 
gotta avoid making him mad. I’ve 
seen Andre angry and he goes 
berserk. An enraged Giant is 
unstoppable. To stay alive against 
Andre, you gotta avoid angering 
him, avoid the clinches and keep 
movin’. Not runnin’, movin’. Jab 
and run, smack and run, slip 
behind, put a move on, keep 
movin’. Andre the Giant has the 


Few champions are as honest in assessments of contenders as 
NWA champion Harley Race. Blunt and controversial, Race 
loOKS at the men who may take his cherished belt. And in each 
Case, Funk explains why they must fail 

















potential to destroy any opponent 
on any given evenin’.” 

DUSTY RHODES: “Ah, jelly- 
belly himself. Tubby’s time has 
past, Look at him. Guy can’t keep 
himself in shape, looks like an 
inflated tire. He moves like a dead 
worm. He ain’t got no moves 
except the bionic elbow and he’s 
usually too tired to use it. So why 
do I include him on my list? "Cause 
he’ll get title shot after title shot 
until I've thrown him out of 
wrestling. Fans want to see me 
wrestle Rhodes. I'll do it, not so 
much ’cause | care about fans, but 
*cause I have a duty to wrestle the 





top contenders. When you wrestle 
someone night after night, you’re 
bound to have an off night. Look 
what happened last year when I 
had a bad night and Rhodes took 
my belt. Wasn't like he was any 
good ‘cause I whipped his fat butta 
few days later. Still, he’s a 
contender and you gotta deal 
with that.’ 

TERRY FUNK: “I call him the 
Clown Prince of Wrestlin’. One 
thing I can never forgive is his 
interference in my affairs. He’s got 
a big mouth and a little brain, two 
things I can’t respect. Fact is, I see 
nothin’ about Funk to respect or 





Above: Terry Funk tries to maneuver Race for a spinning toehold. Below: 
Harley whips the man he fears most—Superstar Graham—across the ring. 
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like. He ain’t got no skill, no mind, 
no sense of where or who he is. All 
he can do is run at the mouth like 
some slobberin’ infant. I gotta 
laugh when he talks about Texas. 
I'm surprised he doesn’t lose 
himself in the desert, never to be 
seen again. So why do I think he’s 
one of the men who can take my 
title? He’s ruthless, I mean, there 
ain’t nothin’ he won’t do. He ain’t 
got one sense of fair play or one 
iota of morality. He needs his 
brother to help him. I can see one 
night bein’ ambushed by Funk the 
way he ambushed Rhodes. I can 
see that and see him winnin’ the 
title. But that’s the only way Funk 
could ever win the belt.” 
WAHOO MCcDANIEL; “A gut- 
less snivelin’ toad. Show him your 
fist and he backs away. Show him 
his blood and he cries. Wahoo 
made his rep by beatin’ on prelim 
bums, not by handlin’ anyone with 
any toughness or character. He 
ain’t got any skills I can see. But 
McDaniel got one thing you gotta 
respect: a volatile temper. I've 
seen Wahoo on a_ mindless 
rampage and he’s somethin’ to 
avoid. When he gets that way, 
McDaniel forgets his yellow 
streak, the fact he moves like a 
train in quicksand, and all he’s got 
is puny muscles. Suddenly, 
Wahoo is a champ. He is 
dangerous. You gotta respect that.” 
RIC FLAIR: “A good, young 
dude who's been listenin’ to the 
wrong sort of people. When | first 
saw Flair, I thought he’d be a 
champion sure as the day is short 
in January. But he ain’t fulfilled my 
predictions ‘cause he’s too worried 
about how he looks and whether 
fans like him or not. Until you get 
away from listenin’ to the morons 
in the arena, you’re gonna go 
nowhere awfully quick. Look at 
me, | don’t listen to fans ‘cause 99 
percent of them ain’t got nothin’ to 
say. Ric Flair ain’t realized that. 
When he does, look out for him. 
He’s got speed, guts, and strength. 
Underneath that smirk, he’s the 
model for a champ. Someday.” 























By Gary Morgenstein 





PITY GREG VALENTINE 


| actually feel sorry for Greg 
Valentine. He actually doesn’t 
understand why so many have 
deserted him. Driven from the 
Mid-Atlantic area, driven from 
the WWF, Valentine returns to 
find old friend Ric Flair friendly 
with former enemies like Rick 
Steamboat. Since Valentine's 
species has not evolved in 
10,000 years, he cannot 
comprehend what would make 
Flair change. Instead of 
searching for the answers, 
Valentine unleashes a hideous 
challenge to Flair. Valentine 
must wrestle Flair. He must 
prove Flair was wrong to turn 
on their mutual purposes. 
However, | think Valentine 
must prove something to 
himself. A man spends his 
entire life in company with a 
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philosophy only to see that 
philosophy denigrated by so- 
called friends. That hurts. That 
confuses. It isn’t so much that | 
Valentine hates Flair, as he’s 
afraid the philosophy of terror 
is antiquated. If so, how long 
does Valentine have left in 
wrestling? 











BIDDING WAR FOR ZBYSZKO 





Lou Albano, Fred Blassie and 
Captain Lou Albano have 
started a bidding war for Larry 
Zbyszko’s contract. Offers 
Started at $100,000. Zbyszko 
wouldn't comment. Neither 
would Albano. However, 
Blassie said “Larry is a fine 
man, a great man, a 
courageous man who had the 
guts to stand up anddefeat that 
pencil-necked geek Sam- 
martino.” And Wizard said, 
“Any'manager would be proud 
to handle Zbyszko’s career."”"0 





ZBYSZKO 
ATTACKS BRUNO 


When will it end? How many 
times have fans read this dis- 
heartening tale: jealousy and 
twisted ambitions turn friend 
against friend. Bruno Sam- 
martino and Larry Zbyszko 
were very close. When Zbyszko 
came up, Sammartino took him 
under his arm and showed him 
the finer points of wrestling. 
But loyalty is vanishing. Old- 
fashioned values like duty, 
responsibility, and friendship 
fade from wrestling, replaced 
by arrogant greed, hatred and 
paranoia. No one knows who 
will turn on whom. Trusts are 
shaken, tag teams dissolved, 
men spend disproportionate 
time looking over their 
shoulders. Whatever happened 
to putting your life ina buddy's 
hand? Will this spread beyond 
the squared circle? Will 
youngsters decide stabbing a 
friend in the back is worth- 
while if it'll garner you 
immediate success? Doesn't 
Larry Zbyszko, Paul Jones, 
Peter Maivia, and others 
realize how they denigrate our 
beloved sport? Questions, 
questions, questions. -Maybe 
Zbyszko should ponder his life 
when he does reach the top. 
Lonely, hated, resented. 
Perhaps Zbyszko will want a 
friend, Perhaps he'll reach for 
the phone and dial Bruno's 
number. And hang up. 
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‘Much more is 
required of a 
champion than 
merely parading 
around the ring with 
the diamond-studded 
belt around his 
waist. Both Tito 
Santana and Ivan 
Putski must 
continue to defend 
their title against 
any and all 
challengers or face 
a crushing 
consequence 


STRIPPING PUTSKI 
AND SANTANA 
OF THE WWF BELTS 


their title to be stripped. This 


T IS EXPECTED that the rule- 

breakers would call for Ivan 
Putski and Tito Santana to be 
stripped of the WWF title. It is 
shocking to hear their friends 
suggesting the same thing. 

The tag team hasn’t defended 
their title in too long atime. First, 
Tito suffered a crippling injury. 


Then, they began to wrestle 
singly and in non-title matches. 
They won’t—or can’t—defend 
their WWF tag team title. The 
belts, one of the most valuable 
properties in wrestling, are 
nowhere to be found. 

It isn’t easy for the friends of 
Putski and Santana to call for 
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isn’t an easy situation. The 
friends have made the hard 
decision. Although they ‘remain 
anonymous, and the pair's 
friends, they have finally made 
their feelings public. 

“To come out against Ivan or 
Tito hurts,” one friend begins, 











r 
Tito Santana and Ivan Putski pose in the Madison Square Garden dressing 
room after winning the WWF tag team belts from The Valiants (opposite left). 
Santana reaches back to get a little something extra on a right to Baron 
Scicluna’s jaw (above). Santana and Putski doubleteam a Samoan in one of 








their few title defenses (below). 
“but it has to be done. The title, 
to be worth anything, must be 
defended constantly. To ignore 
challengers, to keep the title out 
of public view, is inexcusable. 
Look, I’m not accusing them of 
cowardice or anything like that. 
I’m sure they have a very good, 
honorable reason for not 
defending the belts. That doesn’t 
matter. If they can’t defend a 
title, they should give it up.” 
Another friend listens to the 
above argument and shakes his 
head. “Yes, you're right,” he 
agrees, “but we’re talking about 
Ivan and Tito, not two strangers. 
Those guys have helped both of 
us and hundreds like us. It'd be 
like stabbing your best friend in 
the back to call for their belts, 



































Santana twists the Samoan's ankle during a title defense in New York (above). 


Putski calls for medical attention for his partner (below left). Ivan feels elation, 


while Tito feels pain (below right). 


Would they do it to us?” 

“Yes, they would,” the first 
man replies, “and it would hurt 
them as much as it’s hurting us.” 

This conversation has been 
repeated, in one or another, by 
almost every scientific wrestler 
in the WWF. Some have stated it 
outright, others have simply 
agreed. A few have said they 
wouldn’t go public with their 
beliefs for anything in the world. 
Interestingly, no one said Tito 
and Ivan should be allowed not 
to defend their title for 
much longer. 

“If | was ever in trouble,” one 
top wrestler swore, “the first guy 
Vd go for help is Ivan. The 
second guy I'd go to is Tito. | 
don’t think men like that should 
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have their title taken from them. 
At least, they should be given a 
hearing, then areasonable dead- 
line before which they’d have to 
defend. Guys like that deserve 
every chance in the book and a 
few more besides!” 

Naturally, the enemies of Tito 
and Ivan loudly shout for the title 
to be taken from the champions. 
Lou Albano, manager of the 
Samoans, declares, “If any of my 
champions refused to defend 
their title, you could bet the belts 
would be taken from them 
instantly. Just because the idiot 
fans like Putski and Santana, 
those two cowards get to keep 
their belts without having to 
defend them. There’s a double 
standard in the WWF and it's a 





disgrace. A disgrace 

As their enemies shout, and 
their friends reluctantly agree, 
Tito and Ivan are forced to reply. 
Ivan especially is aware of the 
situation. Friends say he isn’t 
sleeping well these days. 

"It’s the injury,” Tito says, “let 
the blame fall on me. Ivan is 
protecting me, not the title, It’s 
been hard for me to come back, 
and Ivan is letting me take my 
time. Don’t blame Ivan.” 

When Ivan is contacted later, 
he claims, “It’s my decision. It’s 
taken us longer than expected to 
get back the rhythm we had 
before Tito’s injury, Tito wants to 
defend the title, but | say no. All 
the blame is on my head. If they 
want to strip the title from us, 
that’s their business. They won't 
rush us.” 

Friends of the men believe 
neither one is telling the truth. 
“Tito is fine,” one says, “there’s 
nothing wrong. At least not with 
Tito, | don’t know what they’re 
trying to hide, or who they’re 
trying to protect, but nothing 
they say makes sense. | wouldn’t 
be surprised if the WWF officials 
are calling the shots. For some 
reason, they don’t want to let 
Ivan and Tito have a title match 
just yet. | just don’t understand it.” 

As for the WWF, an official 
statement reads, “We have no 
intention of taking the tag team 
title from Ivan Putski and Tito 
Santana at this time. We do not 
see such an action becoming 
necessary in the future. If it does, 
we will consider the problem 
then. The WWF sees no problem 
now.” 

If the WWF sees no problem, 
they’re the only ones. Putski and 
Santana have no defenders 
outside the commission offices. 
More and more, people are 
clamoring for a title match or 
stripping the champions. Tito 
and Ivan have made no definite 
plans to defend their title soon. 

As one wrestler bemoaned, 
“These are very sad times.” 0 


BOCKWINKEL 
TELLS 
HEENAN ... 





HAT SHOULD BE the 
relationship between man- 
ager and wrestler? Who should 
give the orders? Bobby Heenan 
believes the manager should have 
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the final word. Nick Bockwinkel 
feels the wrestlers must have the 
ultimate say. Therein lies the seeds 
of an explosive controversy 


When Bobby Heenan was 


ss 7 ™ 
THE 
BOSS!” 


suspended and banished from the 
AWA, Bockwinkel took over his 


managerial duties. He selected 
opponents, made matche: 


potential S, planned strategies, 


it had to happen. Eventually, Nick Bockwinkel would weary 
of manager Bobby Heenan’s swarming boasts and piggish 
claims of managerial genius. Eventually, Bockwinkel would 
be forced to set the record straight and tell the world—and 
Heenan—who was boss 
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Nick Bockwinkel pulls Greg Gagne off balance with a headlock (above). Bobby 
Heenan stands between Super Destroyer and Bockwinkel (right). Bockwinkel 
made it very clear that although he benefits from the management of Heenan, it 
is he that has the ultimate say in any decision. 


borrowed maneuvers, and 
anything else which enabled him to 
retain his title. 

Wearing both hats drains a man. 
Yet Bockwinkel thrived on the 
pressure and work. Shrewdly 
cerekral, Bockwinkel viewed his 
task with intellectual curiosity. 

“People say it can’t be done, that 
eventually you'll wear out and fall 
apart,” Bockwinkel said. “I want to 
prove them wrong.” 

Without Heenan's 
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frenetic 


influences, Bockwinkel’s style grew 
colder, more cunning. Each match 
offered new ways of wrestling some 
shockingly brilliant, others 
horribly deceitful. 

Whatever, Bockwinkel’s imprint 
was apparent. It was his career, his 
title, Ais life. He would solicit 
advice, but he decided how to use 
such advice. Bockwinkel listened. 
Still, he retained the option of 
rejecting or accepting any 
suggestions. 





And Nick loved his role, despite 
the midnight hours and lonely 
pressures. 

“If I won't do it for me, who will? 
In the end, it is my neck on the 
line,” said Bockwinkel. “Anyone 
can make suggestions and devise 
strategies. But I take the blows. | 
get hurt. When your neck is being 
stretched, you have the last word.” 

Re-enter Bobby Heenan. Upon 
his return to the AWA, 
Bockwinkel eagerly sought his old 
friend’s advice. 

“Bobby and I are brothers,” said 
Bockwinkel, “I'd be delighted. to 
have him as my manager.” 

Once re-united, Bockwinkel and 
Heenan acted as if they'd never 
been separated. Foes fell quickly. 
Again, Heenan’s brash mouth 
echoed across the arenas. 

“My man Bockwinkel is the best, 
the greatest, none can compare 
with him,” shouted Heenan. “I’ve 








got the most cunning strategy 
imaginable. I have charted a course 
which will lead Bockwinkel into 
wrestling immortality.” 


That’s when trouble began. 
Understandably, Bockwinkel was 
irritated at Bobby Heenan’s 
pronouns. While Heenan was 
away in Georgia, Bockwinkel 
managed to retain his title. Heenan 
didn’t tell him what to do. 
Bockwinkel did all the work. 

And Bockwinkel wasn’t about to 


Nick Bockwinkel, master of rule- 
breakers, puts his full weight on the 
bottom rope, choking Dino Bravo. 
Bockwinkel claims to be in control of 
his career both in and out of the ring. 


share credit. Time came for a calm 
discussion.- However, the 
discussion was not calm. 

“Me and Bobby had a frank 
exchange of views,” said 
Bockwinkel. “ had to settle 
matters and make sure Heenan 
understood who decided what.” 

In other words, Nick? 

“I’m the boss,” snapped Nick. “I 
give the order, I decide who I 
wrestle, where I wrestle, when I 
wrestle, and what I want out of life. 
Heenan is simply an advisor. A 
trusted one, a loyal one, a close and 
good friend. But I call the shots. I 
am the boss and I wanted Heenan 
to understand that. 

nce Bobby’s come back, | felt 
he receiving too much credit 
for my success. I will concede he 
taught me things, as I taught him 
things. But I don’t want myself 
viewed as someone dependent on 
his manager. 

“I made my own mark in the 
world. No one gave me anything. | 
had to fight and scratch for 
every little success I’ve ever had. I 
didn’t have a silver spoon in my 
mouth. I worked my way up the 
ladder,” snarled Bockwinkel. 

“T'll be damned if anyone will 
take my glory from me,” 
Bockwinkel said. 

Heenan was hurt and unusually 
secretive about the controversy. 

“Nick was upset and things gota 
trifle out of hand,” said Heenan, 

voice quiet and subdued 
“Nothing has changed. I’m the 
manager and Nick is the 
champion. Together we're a 
ferocious team.” 

Perhaps their egos have grown 
too large to accomodate both 
ambitions. Perhaps the moment 
has come for good friends to go 
their separate ways, remember the 
past with fondness and not try to 
recreate what once was. And can 
never be again. ob 
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A bloody Harley Race works over a bloody Dusty Rhodes outside the ring. Race retained his NWA title when he was 
disqualified for hitting Dusty with a chair. 
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Rhodes Fails 


In Latest 
Title Bid 


BY ST 


ORLANDO, FLA.—A dis- 
heartening disqualification foiled 
another Dusty Rhodes attempt to 
wrest the NWA title from Harley 
Race. With both men battling 
outside the ring, Racé seized a 
chair and smashed it against 
Rhodes’ head. An immediate 
disqualification was declared, 
enabling Race to retain his title. 


SAKS 
ORLANDO A JINX? 

Last August, Rhodes lost the 
belt to Race in Orlando, fueling 
speculation that Orlando isn’t the 
place for Rhodes to contend for 
the title. 

“Jinx? I don’t know. Orlando 
fans are great. Maybe there’s 
somethin’ in the air in Orlando,” 
said a dispirited Rhodes. 








Bockwinkel Wants 
An Unknown 


BY PETER KING 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
Ninth-ranked Paul Ellering may 
receive a match against AWA 
champion Nick Bockwinkel. 
Famous for claiming k of 
competition, Bockwinke insists 
he will give Ellering, who he 
calls “the only legitimate 
opposition I have,” a title match. 


AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel says he plans to give 
Paul Ellering a title shot. 


TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE 
“I've waited a long time for this 
" said Ellering. “I know I 
can take Bockwinkel. He’s a stiff. 
He’s finished.” 


Paul Jones armlocks Baron Von Raschke in a match following 


their breakup. 


Stasiak Vows 
To Stay Clean 


BY DAN SHOCKET 


PORTLAND, ORE.— Vowing 
never to return to the ways of a 
rulebreaker, Stan Stasiak swears 
to remain a good guy until they 
tear the boots off his feet. 

ALWAYS BE NICE 

“I’ve learned my lesson,” said 
Stasiak. “I don’t want to be mean 
and nasty anymore. Fans don't 
like that. Far as I’m concerned, 
fans make or break a wrestler. 
Bad guys can snarl all they want, 
but without fans, you're a bum. 
Thank heavens I found that out 
before it was too late.” 


Jones and Von 
Raschke Split 


BY BILL APTER 


GR BORO, .—Dif- 
ferences over strategy shattered 
the tag team of former Mid- 
Atlantic champions Paul Jones 
and Baron Von Raschke. Sources 
close to both men suggest 
jealousy also contributed to the 
disintegration of the team. 

BITTER FEUD 

Their parting was not 
amicable. Soon after they ended 
the partnership, both issued 
challenges for an individual match. 

NOT AFRAID 

“I want his head on a pole,” 

said Jones. 


Stan Stasiak, who held the WWF title as arulebreaker, vows 


to remain clean. 


AROUND 
THE GLOBE 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

Over 18,000 fans are stunned as 
Bruno Sammartino is disqualified in 
his match with former friend and 
protege’ Larry Zbyszko. No one has 
ever seen Bruno this infuriated. 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. 

The “Iron Sheik,” Hussein Arab, 
has come to the Mid-Atlantic and is 
making his violent presence 
felt. “I want to be the king of wrestlers 
here,” he exclaimed in a recent 
interview. “I am willing to cripple 
anyone | have to in order to reach 
my goal!” 

TAMPA, Fla. 

Nikolai Volkoff has signed a contract 
with area manager Sir Oliver 
Humperdink. Volkoff feels he has not 
been getting main event matches 
and Humperdink says that he can be 
the ticket to the big Siberian’s 
goal realizations. 


ATLANTA, Ga. 

Tommy Rich would love to get the 
Georgia championship back, but he 
does not intend to go after the 
title honors now that Mr. Wrestling 
li—his close friend—is holding the 
coveted belt. 

DALLAS, Tex. 

Kevin Von Erich has become some 
sort of a local hero now that he holds 
both the American and Missouri titles, 
Texas residents predict he will 
unseat Harley Race for the NWA title 
next time they clash. 











What Made Bruno Sammartino Say... 
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“VM TIRED 
OF BEING 
_ EVERYONE'S 











Even Bruno Sammartino can stand so much. He is sick and 
tired of being the target of every deranged WWF rulebreaker. 
He is sick and tired of being the bludgeoned object on the path 
to the WWF title 


RUNO SAMMARTINO 
BOLTED upright and 
slammed his thick fist onto 
the wooden table. : 
“Doggone, I'm tired of 
being everyone's target!” 
he shouted. 
As the “Living Legend,” 
Sammartino casts an 
attractive target. In fact, the 
scenario leading to un- 
warranted assaults upon 
Bruno has been repeated 
with frightful regularlity. 
“You know, they come to 
the WWF and say they want 
Bob Backlund. They say they 
. 4 want the title. Then they turn 
Bruno Sammartino feels that people are attacking him to make names for ®tOUnd and attack me. 
themselves, Above: Bruno is attacked by Nikolai Volkoff and his former Doggone, they can’t getaway 
manager, Fred Blassie, during a television interview. Below: Bruno is carried with that any longer,” said 
out of the ring on a stretcher after being hit with a chair by Larry Zbyszko. Bruno 


Ken Patera, Hulk Hogan. 
Larry Zbyszko. Three dis- 
similar men united by one 
common obsession: They 
destroy Bruno Sammartino. 

“Why?’’ Sammartino 
yelled. “Why do they pick 
fights with me?” 

Bruno knows why. His 
reputation transcends 
wrestling. Mention Sam- 
martino’s name to someone 
unfamiliar with wrestling 
and a glint of understanding 
shoots through their eyes. 

g y Across the oceans and 
= y : continents, the name of 
~ Bruno Sammartino stands 


for something. 


] g | 4 a Truth. Honor. Dignity. 
Greatness. 

What better way for a 

@ young guy, an ambitious 
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man to gain attention, albeit 
negative, than to insult 
Sammartino? 

“I spend all my time 
looking over my shoulder at 
the punks trying to make a 
reputation on me,” said 
Bruno, pacing ragefully. “If 
they-want Backlund, let them 
go after Backlund. If they 
want me, let them be honest 
enough to say so and I'll 
gladly wrestle them.” 

Take the case of Ken 
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Many wrestlers think that a good 
showing against Bruno will earn them 
@ title match with Bob Backlund. Left: 
Bruno and Backlund pose. Above: 


Bruno has spilt a lot of blood at the 
hands of ambitious wrestlers. Below: 
Bruno wards off a run-in attack by 
Lou Albano. 





Patera. Rugged, strong, 
mean. He came up from the 
Mid-Atlantic area primarily 
to attack Bob Backlund. He 
hired The Grand Wizard as 
manager. He threatened 
Backlund at every oppor- 
tunity. Yet he digresses and 
wants Sammartino. 

“Tll take Patera, I don’t 
care. But I want to be 
honest,” said Bruno. 

Or Hulk Hogan. Under the 
evil guidance of Fred 





Blassie, Hogan has slithered 
up the ladder until he is 
within shouting distance of 
Backlund. Still, night after 
night, Hogan issues a 
familiar challenge. 

“Bring on Bruno,” said 
Hogan. 

And Larry Zbyszko. His 
story is more complex. His 
ambitions were not confined 
exclusively to Backlund’s 
belt. As much from sup- 
pressed envy and resent- 
ment, Zbyszko unleashed 
that terrible attack on 
Sammartino. 

But Zbyszko wants Back- 
lund. And give him credit for 
more honesty than most. 

“You have to get Bruno 
before you are a legitimate 
contender for the title,” said 
Zbyszko. “Anyone can brag 
and boast, say whatever you 
want. When you boil away all 
the guff, Bruno Sammartino 
is viewed as the greatest, the 
legend. You can’t handle 
reality until you knock off 
the legends.” 

Sometimes Sammartino 
feels as if he’s used to drain 
away opponents so Back- 
lund can handle them with 
more ease. 

“You know, I have my own 
career. If I wanted to go after 
Bob Backlund, I would do it.I 
don’t want to get involved 
like some long-lost uncle. IfI 
want to be involved in a title 
shot, then I'll be the one 
challenging,” Bruno said. 

Backlund feels bad that 
Sammartino is the prime 
target. And somewhat 
irritated. 

“Well, Bruno Sammartino 
is my idol and always will be 
my idol,” said Backlund. “He 
shouldn't be subjected to 
these blind-side attacks. 
That's not right. Bruno 
deserves respect for all he’s 
accomplished, 

(Continued on page 72) 





EVELING IN THE boos of 

the crowd, the Sheik and 
Adullah the Butcher stood tall 
in the center of the ring. They 
laughed as people shouted, 
swore, and threatened. 

The boos turned to cheers 
when the tag team's opponents, 
Terry and Dory Funk Jr., 
entered thé arena. The Funks 
were shocked. They'd been 
booed almost from the moment 
they came to Detroit. Now they 
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were being cheered. It wasn't 
what the Funks had in mind. 
Scowls crossed the brothers’ 
faces. They didn’t want the fans’ 
approval. The Funks are two 
men against the world. To be 
cheered is the last thing they 
wanted. Despite the Funks’ 


refusal to acknowledge the 
cheers, the crowd kept 
cheering. 


The match itself was one of 
the most bruising in recent 
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memory. The Funk brothers 
seemed determined to show the 
fans that no one should cheer 
the Funks. As for Sheik and 
Abdullah, they were their usual 
barely human selves. It was a 
shocking display of wrestling 
fury. 

As might be expected, the 
match concluded with all four 
men battling in the ring. The 
referee, powerless to bring 
order to this savage chaos, 
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CHEER FOR THE FUNKS 


Terry and Dory Funk Jr. are experts in manipulating the public. 
They can take innocent, trusting fans and confuse and mislead 
them into accepting their current status as good guys. True fans 
know better 





declared a double disqualifi- 
cation. Even then, the war didn't 
cease immediately. Each team 
got in a few extra torturous 
maneuvers before the Sheik 
and Abdullah went off to their 
dressing room. 

The Funks stood alone in the 
center of the ring. The crowd 
gave them a standing ovation! 
Dory was stunned. Terry 
was enraged. 

“You people are fools!” Terry 
screamed. “Shut up! Shut up!” 

Most of the people didn't hear 
him because they were 
cheering so loudly. Those in the 


~<a 


With the Sheik bleeding profusely inside the ring, Terry Funk knocks Abdullah 
from the ring apron with a left to the top of the head (above). The fans cheered 
the Funks, though they wanted no part of it. 


first rows heard him and 
stopped applauding. Terry's 
face grew red with rage. 

“You people are crazy! 
Crazy!” he shouted. He might 
have stayed there all night 
except Dory grabbed him by the 
arm and led him off. As Terry 
left the arena, he kept yelling, 
“You people are fools. You 
morons are fools!” 

Back in their dressing room, 
Terry was still fuming. Dory sat 
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in a corner. His face was 
expressionless except for eyes 
that burned. Reporters who had 
come to interview them stood 
silently. They were accustomed 
to Terry's rages. But the look on 
Dory's face told them that onlya 
brave man would interrupt the 
elder Funk's thoughts. 

“That will never happen 
again!” Dory said coldly “I won't 
be the fans’ hero. | want this 
printed in the magazine. Only a 
fool would cheer for the Funks. 
We care for no one but 
ourselves. To admire us is a 
waste of time. We don't want it. 


We don't like it.” 

“Didn't you expect to be 
cheered,” someone asked, 
“when you signed to wrestle the 
Sheik and Abdullah?” 

“| didn’t know,” Dory said 
softly. “I hoped people would 
realize that we're not to be 
cheered. We've been booed 
from the moment we got here. 
That's the way we wanted it. | 
didn’t think that would chance 
no matter what. | was wrong.” 


“They were wrong!” Terry 
shouted. “They had no right to 
cheer us! No right at all! We 
don't owe them a damn thing! 
Why couldn't they keep on 
hating us?” 

“People cheer you,” Dory 
continued, “you owe them 
something. You owe them a 
match the way they want it. | 
don’t wrestle for anyone but me. 
| was cheered for years. Allit did 
was tie me up. If | want to 





wrestle free, I’ve got to free 
myself from the crowd. Damn 
them for cheering me.” 


“Detroit,” Terry spat out 
‘What do they know? We did 
everything men could to make 
them boo us. | don't care who 
knows it—that was the dirtiest 
match | ever wrestled. I’m not 
especially proud of it, but I’m 
not ashamed, either. Only a fool 
would cheer me for what | did. 
Detroit, City of Fools.” 


“Shouldn't wrestlers be 
cheered,” someone else asked, 
“for battling against men like 
the Sheik and Abdullah. After 
all, those two are a disgrace to 
the sport. Wrestling them is de- 
fending the honor of the sport.” 

“No, it's not!” Dory shouted. 
“Wrestling Abdullah and the 
Sheik is defending no one’s 
honor but our own. We wrestled 
them to prove we could. And we 
proved that. I'm tired of being a 


The Sheik shows the pleasure he 
receives from drawing blood from 
Dory Funk Jr.’s head with a pencil. 


‘defender of the sport.’ | want to 
be a champion. And | wantto be 
tag team champion with my 
brother. | want the honor and 
glory for us. | don't owe 
wrestling anything. Wrestling 
doesn't owe me _ anything 
That's the way | wanted it.” 
“Detroit,” Dory muttered 
“City of Fools.” o 
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Every month, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an 

incisive press conference with 

@ top wrestling star. 

The questions will be demanding. 
And the answers will reveal 

the innermost thoughts of 

the giants of the sport 


(Exuberant. Intense. Brilliant. 
Shrewd. These and many more 
adjectives gather a part of Lou 
Albano’s amazing personality. 
However, they fall short. Only 
Albano can truly comment on 
Albano. That's why Editor-in- 
Chief Peter King and Associate 
Editors Dan Shocket and Stu 
Saks asked Captain Lou 
Albano onto Press Conference.) 

















“I control [The Samoans] maybe 20 percent of the 
time. Other times they’re wild, they run amuck, they’re 
crazy, they'll do anything and everything, and they’ll 
do it to the whole WWF. Watch them, Afa and 
Sika are terrors which will run rampant through the WWF.”’ 


PETER KING: Thanks for 
inviting us into your dressing 
room, Lou. 

LOU ‘ALBANO: My pleasure, 
just don’t take anything. 

STU SAKS: Why would we do 
that? 

ALBANO: Proof, distorted, 
twisted, warped and untrue, 
proof to ruin me and my 
wrestlers, proof to drive me out 
of wrestling. You reporters 
could take a strand of hair from 
my beard and claim I killed for 
that strand. 

SHOCKET: Sir, you sound as if 
you don’t trust the press. 
ALBANO: Not one bit, you’ve 
devoted your careers, your 
lives, maybe your very souls to 
destroying me and perverting 
everything I hold dear. I won't 
stand for it. I am the greatest 
genius of all time, I should be 
credited with inventing the 


wheel, but I won't be. And why 
not? Because I wasn’t there. But 
if I was there, if Lou Albano was 
there when they invented the 
wheel, would the press report 
that? Noooo. They'd probably 
say I tempted the donkey to run 
away. 

KING: Maybe we could discuss 
some issues? 

ALBANO: Discuss whatever 
you want. My life is an open 
book. 

SHOCKET: Captain, if you 
will, enlighten us about your 
newest find, The Samoans. 
ALBANO: Afa and Sika are 
like sons to me, no, brothers, 
like my brothers, we eat 
together, live together, work 
together, fight together. 
SAKS: Where'd you find them? 
And how? 

ALBANO: How and where I 
found The Samoans is between 


me and my Maker. Let's say it 
took all my ingenuity and 
courage. 
KING: Why courage? 
ALBANO: Because I brought 
them out of the jungle, out of 
the dark jungle and thrust them 
into civilization. They know 
nothing of civilization. They 
know nothing of gadgets, of 
cars, of trucks, of phones, of 
anything. All they know is 
savagery. 
KING: At times you seem to 
have little control. 
ALBANO: That's true because I 
don’t. I control them maybe 20 
percent of the time. Other times 
they're wild, they run amuck, 
they’re crazy, they'll do 
anything and everything and 
they'll do it to the whole WWF. 
Watch them, Afa and Sika are 
terrors which will run rampant 
(Continued on page 70) 
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ERNIE LADD: 


. EXPLOSIVE 
‘EXCERPT 





Only a wrestler can really reveal what beats inside his q 
thunderous heart. Only a diary, written in complete | 
secrecy, can unfold the many layered personality of 
Ernie Ladd. At great personal risk, Associate Editor 
Gary Morgenstein obtained this shocking diary 


(Several months ago, Associate 
Editor Gary Morgenstein 
stumbled across a sizzling story. 
While in the wrestlers’ locker 
room, Morgenstein discovered a 
diary which had fallen out of a 
locker, Being inquisitive, Morgen- 
stein picked up the diary and 
skimmed the contents. What he 
read stunned him. Since the author 
of the diary—Ernie Ladd—would 
be occupied for a couple of hours 
wreaking havoc in the arena, 
Morgenstein had time to 
photocopy the book.) 

MONDAY: Tough getting up 
for matches against has-beens and 
never-will-bes. Been talking over a 
deal with some promoters to have 
myself coronated as King of 
Professional Wrestling. I would 
allow lesser champions, since | am 
so far above mere mortals that to 
call me champion is actually an 
insult. King about fits. 1 would 
allow mortals to contend for the 
title in a specially sanctioned 
tournament which I would 
preside over. No man willing to 
swear allegiance to the King will be 
denied a fair chance at the title. I 
have already conceived of the 
event. Twenty dancing women will 
enter the arena, followed by lions, 
A drummer will march down the 
aisle, solemnly beating. A bugler 
will follow, announcing my 
entrance, I will be carried on a 
palanquin, my four most trust- 
worthy servants hauling me to a 
raised platform at ringside. At no 
time shall my feet touch the 
ground. As soon as I reach my 12- 
foot high box, thousands of 
balloons will be released. Perhaps 
I'll write my own song or 
commission a famous composer 
like Paul McCartney or Marvin 
Hamlisch. After the song, each 
wrestler will kneel before me and 























Erie Ladd’s diary reveals his plans to rule the sport of wrestling. Whether or 
not he can accomplish these goals remains to be seen, but one thing is certain: 
these are Ladd’s true desires. They are written in his personal diaryand nobody 
lies to themselves. Above: Ladd shows his agility by dropkicking Tony Atlas. 
Below: Ladd bloodies Dusty Rhodes. 














take the sacred oath of allegiance. 
The pledge will go something like, 
‘I, say, Harley Race, swear 
complete and total obedience to 
Ernie Ladd and will obey his every 
wish and command,’ | like that. 
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TUESDAY: Still picking 
splinters out of my right arm from 
where Mr. Wrestling II drove a 
plank of wood. I knew I couldn't 
trust him. I complained to the ref, 
who ignored me. Fans ignored me. 








i | 


Left: Ernie Ladd chokes Tony Atlas, a 
man he claims asked Ernie to quide his 
career. Above: Ladd tries to unmask 
Mr. Wrestling Il, whom Ernie claims 
pays off the referees. 


That’s why men like II get away 
with dreadful crimes. They are 
paid off. Speaking of that, | saw II 
slip the referee some money as 
soon as the match ended. That's 
why | was denied my deserved 
triumph 


WEDNESDAY: Spent the 
better part of the morning inter- 
viewing young wrestlers for the 
Ladd stable. First item I cleared up 
with these young men is that I do 
not tolerate sniveling and begging. 
Many young wrestlers turn to me 
for advice. Few know that I 
coached Bob Backlund and taught 
him many moves. Naturally he is 
too ungrateful to acknowledge my 
help. But when Tony Atlas, Rick 
Steamboat, Tommy Rich, and Jay 
Youngblood asked for my services 
at various times in their careers, I 
straightened them out quickly. I 
told them I want their unqualified 
cooperation and trust. I did not 
want them getting down on their 
hands and knees, pleading for my 
help. I would see who would do it 
the most justice. I wouldn’t want to 
help some bum who had little 
talent. That would reflect badly on 

(Continued on Page 72) 














Wrestling Il Comes Back to Georgia: 
THE RETURN OF A SUPERSTAR 


OUNG'EAGER FACES filled 

the room. Honesty was 
evident, from their intense, shining 
expressions to the speaker's 
earnestness. Mr. Wrestling I] was 
back home, among his people. And 
he loved every second! 

“Kids.” said II, nervously 
playing with the tip of his mask. “I 
want to thank everyone for 
showing up for my little speech.” 
Cheers. “I've been in and out of 
Geogia for quite a few months now 
and I wanted to explain why I'd 
done that, why I wasn't here full- 
time, and what I want to do in 
the future.” 

A chant of “Get Koloff” echoed 
about the room. II grinned and 
quieted them down. 

“Not a bad idea,” II said, 
drawing laughter. “I'll get to 
people like that in a minute. First 
I'd like to explain things.” 
Respectful silence blanketed 
the crowd 

“Many fans begged me to leave 
Georgia and wrestle in their areas 
full-time. I'd never do that, despite 
getting really large financial offers 
from different promoters. No, my 
roots are in Georgia. Id never turn 
my back on my people. 

“But I did want to meet new 
people, wrestle new men, see new 
places. I had to find areas near 
enough to Georgia so | could 
return from time to time. I had to 
grow as a person, | couldn't 
stagnate. 

“That’s why I accepted offers 








After months of turmoil, Mr. Wrestling II explains his recent 
decisions to his fans. II prides himself on the warm, trusting 
relationship he has with the public. In recent months, several 
misunderstandings undermined that relationship. II wants to 
resolve any lingering questions " 


SEE EERE 
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: 
from Louisiana and Oklahoma, 
There were persons lik Ernie Ladd 
I wanted to whip. I had goals to 
accomplish. My Georgia fans 
begged me to reconsider. I 
couldn't. As painful as it was, I had 
to leave. I had no choice. Either 
leave or forever wonder about 
myself,” II spoke into the 
hypnotized silence. 

“Once in other areas, I grew to 
appreciate both the results of my 
decision and my fans back home. I 
met new people, experienced new 
things, wrestled different types of 
people and learned a lot 
about myself. 

“I learned you can’t be close- 
minded about life. Even if someone 
hates you, it is important you learn 
why he hates you. Only by under- 
standing your enemies can you 
understand yourself.” Heads 
nodded in agreement. 

“A bout against Ernie Ladd 
made me very homesick. I don't 
know why, I really don’t. Maybe 
fans screaming and cheering for me 
was the one factor that made me 
sad, I wanted to come home. 

“Then that awful imposter 
affair,” II said, shaking his masked 
head. “I was absolutely stunned 
when I learned some prelim bum 
was posing as me 

“Not that I was offended. After 
all, imitation is the highest form of 
flattery. What bothered me most 
was the reaction of my fans. Would 
they ever trust me the same way? 
Would they always wonder if the 
real Mr. Wrestling I] was under 
this mask?” II seized the lip of his 
mask. Loud “no's” reverberated 
around the room 

Il grinned 

“You people are the most 
important things in my life,” II 
said, waving his hand. “You 
youngsters, your enthusiasm, 
devotion and trust makes 
professional wrestling. Don't ever 
let anyone tell you different. Don’t 


Mr. Wrestling II proudly grasps his 
Georgia state title (top right) and is 
presented with a trophy welcoming 
him back by his fan club president, 
Maggie Adkins (right). 
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Georgia rulebreakers are all too well aware of the return of Mr. Wrestling II. 
The fans’ favorite gives Masked Superstar a good look at the title belt he would 
not win (above) and slams his head into the ring apron (below). 


you ever let anyone tell you the 
whole sport is the wrestlers. 

“No, fans are wrestling,” II’s 
voice thundered. “And fans decide 
my future and every wrestler’s 
future. You have the power, the 
power to do good, to change 
wrestling and, eventually, change 
the world. 


“Don't ever give up that power 
to do good. Never. Mr. Wrestling 
II asks that one little favor of you. 


As the Georgia heavyweight 
champion and, most important of 
all, as your friend,” he whispered, 
“always keep the faith, always be 
good, be kind, and care about your 
fellow man.” 


Tumultuous applause and 
chants draped II's walking figure. 
He moved through the crowd, 
shaking hands, laughing and 
offering encouragement. These are 
his fans. I] can never forget that. 

With or without the belt, Mr 
Wrestling II will always be Georgia 
heavyweight champion. o 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


fought back with enough 
strength to inflict his own 
physical torture. Somehow, 
both men left the ring on 
their feet. 

“Steve.” Liz said to me, “fora 
guy who has a reputation for 
being a lover boy, Mansfield 
sure enjoys making war in 
the ring.” 

I nodded. My mind, however, 
was not on Liz’s comments. | 
was thinking about our dinner 





date with Mansfield later that 


(Continued from Page 8) 





Mansfield gouges Sullivan's eyes during a “street fight.” Eddy likes to dispose of 
his opponents quickly, shower, change, and enjoy the night life. After his match 
with Sullivan, he was to meet with reporters Steve Farhood and Liz Hunter, 
Mansfield might have had a better evening if he paid more attention to Farhood. 


night. I was thinking about 
Mansfield’s reputation with 
women, and I was thinking 
about Liz. How was Mansfield 
going to behave? I wondered. 

My question was answered 
abruptly. About one hour after 
he wrestled Sullivan, Mansfield 
met us outside the arena. 

“Build up a hearty appetite?” 
I asked him. 

He didn’t even hear me. His 
eyes were glued to Liz. Even 
thought I knew Liz had been in 


this same situation dozens of 
times before, I sensed she was 
intimidated. Hoping for the 
best, I hailed a taxicab and told 
the driver to take us to the 
Diplomat Restaurant in 
downtown Atlanta. 

I tried to make small-talk 
during the ride, but no one was 
answering me. Mansfield, I 
noticed, was sitting uncom- 
fortably close to Liz. Every few 
seconds, he whispered 
something in her ear. Her cold 
stare told me all I had to know. 
Mansfield was misbehaving. 

Half-way through the ride, 
Liz ordered the cabdriver to 
pull over. 

“But we're on the middle of 
the highway, lady,” he pointed 
out. 

“I don’t care,” Liz insisted. 
“Stop the car, we're letting out 
one of our passengers.” 

“What are you talking about, 
Liz?” Mansfield asked, “What 
did I say? What’s going on? You 
can’t ditch me here, in the 
middle of nowhere!” 

“Oh yes I can,” Liz said. She 
reached across the stunned 
wrestler and opened the car 
door. In one determined 
motion, she shoved Mansfield 
onto the shoulder of the road. 
The cab had barely stopped. But 
within séconds, we were again 
doing 60. The sight of a 
desperate Mansfield slowly 
disappeared from our view. 

“What did he say to you?” I 
asked Liz. 

“Never mind,” she answered. 
“Let’s just say he got fresh with 
the wrong woman.” 

I smiled. I realized there 
would be no interviews, no 
revealing quotes, and no long, 
detailed story. But I also 
realized I was going to have 
dinner with Liz Hunter. Alone. 
How lucky can one man get? 0 














PICTURE 
PACKETS OF 
WRESTLING’S "Faure | 

GREATEST 
SUPERSTARS | 


FOR THE 
mr SR 


SET OF 
10 PICTURES 
Wrestling fa) the opportunity you have been waiting for! Now YOU } 
can own magnificent pictures of your favorite wrestlers. These photos were 
seen EXCLUSIVELY in our magazines, the best-selling, most-respected 
wrestling publications in the world. 
Prior to this fantastic offer, you could not buy these photos FOR ANY PRICE, 







But now, because of popular demand, we are offering TWO exciting picture 
packets. Each packet contains ten different award-winning photographs. 
Here’s what you get: Photo Packet #1 features ten of the most honored 
wrestling action shots of all it 
Portraits ever taken of wi 
was chosen with 
largest wrestling fi 
Each large photo (5 x 7"’) is printed on sturdy, high gloss, heavy stock. Sure 
to bring you a lifetime of enjoyment, you can trade ‘em, collect 
to decorate your room or den. As supplies are and we are exper 
fast sell out, avoid disappointment and order your picture packets today! 


HERE’S WHAT YOU 
85 a Oo SN 
Per Packet 


PHOTO PACKET #1 
(Action Series) 


GRAHAM VS. SAMMARTINO 
ANDRE VS. TYLER 
PUTSKI VS. WOLFMAN 
BRISCO VS, RACE 
SAMMARTINO VS. TANAKA 
BACKLUND VS. VON RASCHKE 
‘STRONGBOW VS. THE EXECUTIONER 
WRESTLING I] VS. RACE 
MASCARAS VS. THE OUTLAW DUSTY RHODES 
RHODES VS. KING CURTIS MAL MASCARAS 


EDA ya INC. 


— 
Box 4 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 ONLY $5 PER PACKET 


GC ACTION SERIES 


Per Packet $5 i 


PHOTO PACKET #2 
(Portrait Series) 


MR. WRESTLING II 
IVAN PUTSKI 
BOB BACKLUND 
SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 
JACK BRISCO 
ANDRE THE GIANT 


OC PORTRAIT SERIES 
Please rush me picture Please rush me picture 
packets | have checked above packets | have checked above 


1 AM ENCLOSING $5.00 FOR EACH PACKET | AM ORDERING 


Name —_ a 











Address 





City State Zip 











DR. A. S. MAKES HIS PATIENTS 


SEVERAL if 
nce L 














SHORT STATURED? 





3 Important Volumes 


Vol. | Case & Medical Histories. . $5.00 
Vol. 11 Vitamins, Glands & Growth $5.00 
Vol. IN Exercises & Movements... $9.01 


ACT NOW! 
= get all THREE for just $12.00 


Physical Culture Products, 
Dept. VST-34 Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 


Like @ Movie-Star smile 
with fine Cosmetic Enamel! 


Tks to 
ins, blemishes and even 
pou fillings. Dental formula is e 
armless for natural 


10 DAY TRIAL 
6 


cover up 

















helpless. 
Unless you help. 
Write: National Committee for 


Prevention of Child Abuse. 
j- Box 2866, Chicago, Ill. 60690 


& The Advertising Council Cou 








DRESSING ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 10) 


It has deteriorated way 
past that point. Larry got his 
match with his mentor, and 
what started as a scientific 
contest, ended with Zbyszko 
opening Bruno's face with a 
wooden chair. Larry's 
relationship with Bruno, and 
with the wrestling fans, will 
never be healed. 

Fortunately, the waiter was 
able to find our table and take 
our order, Larry took a sip of 
water and broke his silence. 
“Doggone it,” he said. “The 
fans are booing me and that's 
their right. If they were to 
examine the situation fairly 
and decide what! am doingis 
wrong, let them boo me. But 
they are not being fair at all. 
Except for a small minority, 
they are all completely 
closed-minded. Their hero is 
being chopped at, so the 
person doing the chopping 
must be wrong.” 

The food finally came and! 
attacked it ravenously. Larry 
did not eat. He talked. He 
wants desperately to be 
understood. “I had to break 
away from Bruno. | thought if 
! wrestled him and held my 
own, | would be able to 
establish my identity. But as 
the match progressed | 
realized | was wrong. Just 
matching Bruno move for 
move would not be enough. 
Realistically, | knew that it 
would take a great move to 
bet him in a scientific match, 
so | tried to quicken the pace 
a little. |didn't consider using 
a chair on him until | fell out 
of the ring and he spread the 
ropes apart to let me back in. 
Then something snapped in 
my head. This guy was 


Zbyszko charged that Bruno 
Sammartino was trying to make him 
look foolish by spreading the ropes to 
allow his re-entry to the ring. 
making me look like a fool. | 
had to do what | did. 

“| think | owe. this 
explanation to the people. 
But more important is what | 
owe to myself. | owe myself 
all that | am capable of 
achieving in my life’s work. 
I'm a wrestler. | want to go to 
the top of my field. And | 
know what | have to do to 
accomplish that goal.” 

Larry offered to pick up the 
check, but | insisted on 
paying. He didn’t give me any 
argument. “You know,” he 
said. Whenever Bruno and | 
used to go out to dinner, he 
would grab the check from 
the waiter. | sometimes 
offered to pay, But he never 
let me. It was damned 
insulting, damned insulting.” O 
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RINGSIDE 


(Continued trom Page 12) 





Superstar Graham lets out a howl as powerful Bruno Sammartino bodyslams 
him to the canvas. The intensity level of their matches in Texas is on a par with 
those they had in the WWF, 


some time off from his feud with 
Larry Zbyszko to renew an old 
one, against Superstar Billy 
Graham. The match, one of the 
wildest in Texas, has ensured that 
they are far from through with 
each other. The indecisive decision 
has both clamoring to get at each 
other again soon. 

Hussein Arab (a.k.a. The Iron 
Sheik), is now in the Mid-Atlantic 
region to “kill off all the bums there 
like Ric Flair, Steamboat the bum, 
and that good for nothing rat 
Blackjack Mulligan.” 

Down Florida way, Jack Brisco 
has been teaming with Jimmy 
Garvin on a regular basis. When 
asked if he has dumped brother 
Jerry as a steady partner, Jack 
smiled and said, “Of course not. 
Jerry and I will team again. It’s just 
a good change of pace for the 
moment with my buddy Jim as 
my partner.” 

Dick Slater is in Florida, 
wrestling roughhouse, and he has 
picked Nikolai Volkoff as a tag 
team partner . .. Killer Brooks has 
stated publicly that Gary Hart is 


the worst manager and worst 
human being in the world... Kevin 
Von Erich, the young man who 
holds both the American and 
Missouri state titles, is grooming 
himself for a match against NWA 
champion Harley Race. “If I don’t 
win it, my brothers David or Kerry 
will,” says the confident Von Erich. 
“By the way, don’t write off my 
dad, Fritz. He can take Race any 
day of the week, if he wants to,” 
Pedro Morales continues to 
show his stuff in the Mid-Atlantic 
region . . . Tony Atlas is thrilling 
WWF fans with his great strength 
and flying tactics. The area fans 
have really taken to this great star 
. Mr. Wrestling II is still in 
charge of the Georgia champion- 
ship. “I will win his title and take it 
back to my homeland.” Von 
Raschke boasts. For all the good a 


Georgia title would do him 
in Germany. 
Did you know that Killer 


Kowalski has a wrestling school in 
Massachusetts? The school was 
recently featured on a national 
television show. For further 


information write to: The Killer 
Kowalski Institute of Professional 
Wrestling, Box 67, Reading, MA 
01867. . . . Ivan Koloff and his 
cousin Alexis Smirnoff, holders of 
the Georgia tag team belts, say they 
are ready to leave the area because 
they have run out of competition 

. Spiros Arion is currently the 
British heavyweight champion. 

Dusty Rhodes is doing well since 
taking the Southern title from Bad 
Leroy Brown. “I'm glad I finally 
got some sort of title back,” the 
“Dream” said. “But even without a 
belt around my bod, I knew my 
fans regarded me as their 
champion—and hopefully they 
always will.” 





Newly-crowned Southern champion 
Dusty Rhodes is a champion to his 
fans whether or not he wears a belt. 
Father and son duo, Tommy 
and Eddie Gilbert, are wrestling 
regularly as a team in Oklahoma 
and Kansas City . .. The Samoans 
and manager Captain Lou Albano 
plan a vacation soon in Samoa. 
“They will show me where they 
learned all their animalistic 
characteristics because 1 want to 
learn,” the Captain growled. “I 
want to be as vicious, I want to be 
as untamed, I want to be the 
greatest manager I can to my men. 
And going back to their roots with 
them is the best way to learn. I'm 
predicting greatness for my men— 
greatness.” | hope you can figure 
him out—we can’t. 0 
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Dan Shocket disagrees with Willis Dryden, who wrote saying that Jimmy 


Snuka is no longer a good wrestler now that he is a rulebreaker. Shocket states 
that Snuka is far better than he has ever been, that he could easily defeat Rick 
Steamboat, and that he will one day be champion. 


E.V. (BUD) HENDERSON: 

Sounds good to me. Any 
promoter reading this column 
would be smart to follow your 
advice. |, too, believe the best 
matches are made between the 
best wrestlers, no matter 
the style. 
Dear Dan: 

| used to like Jimmy Snuka. 
He was a good wrestler until he 
became a rulebreaker. Now | 
think he should be kicked out 





of wrestling. 


Now his ex-partner, Rick 


Steamboat, is a better wrestler 
than Snuka. If Snuka had to 
wrestle Steamboat, Jimmy 
would get beat. 
WILLIS DRYDEN 
Crisfield, MD 
Dear Willis: 

Don't bet your milk money on 
Steamboat beating ‘Snuka. The 
new Snuka will someday be 
champion, if he doesn’t go back 
to toadying for the fans. As for 
Steamboat, if he ever stops 
being the referees’ pet, he'll be 
an ex-wrestler. 


Dear Mr. Shocket: 

Please tell me your opinion of 
NWA champion Harley Race 
As far as I'm concerned, Race is 
a great champion who hasn't 
been given enough credit for 
his efforts in.the ring. He has 
been unjustifiably criticized. If 
he wasn't a great wrestler, he 
wouldn't have been able to 
regain the title from Rhodes as 
he did. 





According to Shocket, “NWA 
champion Harley Race is one of the 
greatest wrestlers alive. He is not 
flamboyant, but he knows how to get 
the job done. 


| wish that you'd print more 
intelligent letters in your 
column instead of ones from 
idiotic girls who are in love with 
Rick Steamboat. They don't 
know anything about wrestling. 
GARY CRIMI 
Elmhurst, NY 
Dear Mr. Crimi: 
| agree that Harley Race is 
one of the greatest wrestlers 
alive. He may not be stylish or 
flamboyant, but he gets the job 
done. You don’t win matches by 
being cute. Race has the best 
mind in wrestling and the 
coolest intelligence. If | had to 
bet my last dollar on a man 
making the right move at the 
right time, I'd put my money 
on Race. 
As for Steamboat fans, even 
the stupid deserve a hearing. 0 
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and sold his interests in the magazine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
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DUSTY A CHAMP 


Everyone likes a winner. Few 
have the moral conviction to 
stay with someone when he’s 
down. You know, the 
bandwagon effect. When 
Dusty Rhodes lost the NWA 
title to Harley Race, many of his 
“friends and supporters” 
deserted him. They doubted 
Rhodes’ determination tocome 
back. Even Rhodes’ hardened 
self-confidence felt the stings 
of these personal betrayals. 
I've spoken with Dusty. He 
expressed concern, wondered 
if those people deserting him 
knew something he didn’t. 
Thus his victory over Bad Bad 
Leroy Brown for the Southern 
Heavyweight title disproved all 
the skeptics and embarrassed 
all the traitors. Rhodes is back, 
tougher and stronger than 
ever. No wonder Race casts 
apprehensive glances over his 














ALBANO CHARGES 
COWARDICE! 





Captai Lou Albano is 
furious. Maybe he has good 
reason. His latest discovery, 
the quasi-human team of Afa 
and Sika, The Samoans, 
deserve another title match 
against WWF champions Ivan 
Putski and Tito Santana. 
Albano contends Putski and 
Santana are afraid. These 
Samoans are incredible. I’ve 
never seen anything like them. 
| can’t blame Putski and 
Santana's fear. For my money, 
The Samoans would toss them 
through the exit doors if given 
the opportunity 











WHO IS MASKED 
SUPERSTAR 

Who is that masked man? 
I've probed and pumped all my 
sources, without success. 
Rumors run rampant over the 
true identity of the masked 
fiend. If fans have any ideas, 
send them to me care of this 
magazine. 
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“Ric Flair makes my skin crawl and my gut swell 

with hate. He turned his back on me, sold me down the river, 
sold out so fans’ll cheer him and shout his name. What 
garbage. Maybe pretty boy thought he did right. Wait ‘til he 
tangles with me. I'll pull his nose off.” 


JOC BRIN CO ania caesar emegeeen epee cS Cy 


“When will wrestlers learn there’s a right way and a 

wrong way? Wanton, mindless violence achieves nothing except 
hurting wrestling. | don’t think fans really want to see 

chairs broken over heads. They want wrestling tough, 

hard, but clean.” 


WULK HOG 4 smc: 


“I'm beautiful, got a great bod, great face. But there's 

more to me than that. | got a sensitive soul. It hurts me when 
fans say | stink. I’m a nice guy. Just that I’m easily 

wounded and when a wrestler calls me names, | want to break 
his spine. But I’m a nice guy.” 


NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 


“I come to America to wrestle. | wrestle, but no one good. 
Very sad it makes me. | think American wrestlers no 
good. They just borsht. Maybe | go back to Siberia. Good 
wrestlers.there. In America only bad wrestlers. Phooey.” 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
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“The Samoans destroy those who must be 
destroyed. That’s their only criteria. 
They have a sixth sense. They know who 
is the enemy, who must be destroyed, 
and who must be preserved. Living in the 
jungle toughens a man.’’ 





through the WWF. 

SAKS: Do you think it’s fair to 
unleash savages you can’t 
control? What if someone gets 
seriously injured? 

ALBANO: So? 

SAKS: That doesn’t bother you? 





ALBANO: Depends who was 
getting hurt. If Pat Patterson 
gets hurt, no one cares. Who'll 
shed a tear for Patterson? He’sa 
bum, that’s why I dumped him. 
If they hurt scungilli-breath 
Bruno, who's to care? Maybe 







some pizza place owners would 
mourn, not me, not you, not 
anyone. The Samoans destroy 
those who must be destroyed. 
That's their only criteria. They 
have a sixth sense. They know 
who is the enemy, who must be 
destroyed, what and who must 
be preserved. Living in the 
jungle toughens a man. They 
know how to survive and get 
their way. And their way will be 
the WWF tag team title. 
SHOCKET: If you please, 
Captain, what is your feeling on 
Ken Patera, a former charge 
of yours? 

ALBANO: Daniel, my boy, 
Ken Patera is great, a legend, a 
wonderful wrestler and a 
heckuva human being. I’m as 
pleased as anyone that he 
whipped Bob Backlund’s 
Howdy Doody face around the 
ring. As soon as some way is 
found to get around the bribi: 
of officials, the only thin 
keeping Backlund attached to 
his belt, Patera will be champ. 
KING: Did it bother you when 
Patera decided to have Grand 
Wizard as his manager? 
ALBANO: Why? Wiz and I are 
different types. Where he’s 
mystical, I am__ passionate. 
There’s room enough for two 
geniuses and Ken is in good 
hands. 

SAKS: Captain, one last 
question. Why don’t you obey 
any rules? 

ALBANO: Son, I'll answer that 
with two words: Get out! 































KING: Lou, always an 
experience. 
SHOCKET: Sir, keep up the 
fine work. 
ALBANO: Get out of my 
dressing room, you under- 


nourished, overpaid parasites 
with four eyes and no minds, 
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EVERYONE’S 
TARGET 


(Continued from Page 42) 





In all Sammartino’s years as a 
wrestler, he has never turned downa 
challenge. He feels that he is being 
taken advantage of, however. 


“Cheap-shot artists want 
to make a name for 
themselves,” said Backlund. 
“They're only good for 
running at the mouth. Make 
them back up their words 
and they run with their tails 
between their legs.” 

Kind words from a kind 
man. However, Sammartino’s 
stocky frame still attracts 
punks like a magnet. Some 
might avoid encounters. Not 
Bruno, How do you think he 
got to be the Living Legend? 

“Tell them to line up. 
Doggone, they want a fight, 
they’re gonna get a fight,” 
Sammartino yelled. oOo 


ERNIE LADD 


(Continued from Page 50) 


me. This morning I had a long 
discussion with Tommy Rich. 
Seems the young man has been 
getting bad advice from so-called 
wrestlers like Mrs. Wrestling II 
and Mrs. Wrestling, Tim Woods. 
Rich complained to me about all 
the words they'd planted in his 
young ear. Rich said he was told to 
always be polite to fans. I asked 
him why. Fans don’t care about the 
wrestlers. They're too ignorant to 
understand the vast complexities 
of a professional wrestler. If fans 
had any sense, wouldn’t they be 
cheer me with every fiber of their 
bodies? Rich has enlisted my aid. 

THURSDAY: Diary, diary, 
diary. Why am I so hated? Why do 
people want me to run out of 
wrestling? Is it because I am 
the most beautiful, talented, 
kindest man who ever lived? Is it 
mere jealousy? Or do they secretly 
want to ruin me, knowing how 
dangerous | have become? This 
afternoon, I received a call from 
Dusty Rhodes. For obvious 
reasons, Rhodes begged me to 
leave the area, He started crying on 
the phone and said he knew I was 
much better than him and he was 
afraid I would hurt him. I asked 
Dusty if he would swear total 
obedience to me. He said he 
couldn't do that at this moment. I 
told Rhodes a serious beating 
might encourage a quick decision. 

FRIDAY: I am mulling over a 
lucrative offer to counsel a wealthy 
European family on matters of 
international diplomacy and 
finance. This family, diary, is 
incredibly wealthy. But money is 
not my prime consideration. I want 
power. This family said they would 
help me establish my kingdom in 
wrestling. I am considering that 
generous offer, diary. In the 
meantime, Mike Graham and 
Steve Keirn asked me to manage 
their affairs. 1 don’t think they're 
good enough for me. Oo 
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